
TESTING 
 
How would you rate St Peters in this week’s topic?   
(Out of 10 -  1 being worst, 10 being best) 
________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
 
What are our strengths at St Peters? 
________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
 
What are our weaknesses? 

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 
 
And for you, personally: 
 
As an individual, what can you do to be a better “family member” or 
“community member” of St Peters?  How is God convicting (challenging) 
you with this week’s study? 
 
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
STEPPING FORWARD 
 
So what can St Peters United, as a church, do better?  List some sugges-
tions or state an action plan. 
 
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 

Characteristics of the church 

Week 1– Church as community (family) 



INTRODUCTION 
 
 
Over the next few weeks, we as a Church (St Peters United) will be 
exploring and learning from the book of ACTS.  We will look at 
these topics: 
 

1) Church as community / family 
2) Spirit – filled 
3) Generous (Harvest Sunday) 
4) Evangelical (Life, word, action) 
5) Servant Hearted 
6) Hospitable 
7) Praying 

 
 
And with our home groups (bible study groups) we will evaluate 
ourselves as a church.  We will see what we as individuals can 
learn from the various characteristics of the church.  Each week’s 
discussion will cover these following headings: 
 

A - Attention 
C - Critique 
T - Testing 
S - Stepping forward 

 
 
We look forward to see where God is leading St Peters United.  And 
we are glad for the solidarity that will be experienced and shared 
throughout our church family and community. 
 
 

Enjoy the journey through the ACTS (of the Apostles) —> 
 

 

TOPIC: Week 1 - Church as Community (family)  
 
 

ATTENTION 
 
A lot of people have said that St Peters is like a “family gathering.”  
That’s a great compliment to receive as a church.  Share a particular  
incident where you have felt part of the family of St Peters?  Or is there 
perhaps a time when you didn’t feel “connected with the community”?  
 
Recap 
- What stood out for you from Sunday’s message?  Discuss with your 
group. 
 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

CRITIQUE 
 

Acts 2: 42 – 47 
 i) On Sunday, we looked at 6 aspects to the church family,  
namely: worship, fellowship, discipleship (growth), sharing resources, 

support and ministry (serving).   Looking at the passage, find the 
evidence that the Acts church did exactly that? 

 ii) The Lord added to their number daily” – why do you think 
those people wanted to be part of that early church community? 

 iii) How is the Acts church worship similar / different to ours?  
 
________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 

 
 
Acts 4: 32 – 37 
 iv) “They shared everything they had” - how do we interpret that 

in our modern day context?  
 v)  Using your imagination – what do you think were the “needs 

of the people” back then?  Are they the same or different today? 
 
________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Acts 20: 36 - 37 
      
 vi) What do you learn about that church community from the 

two verses?  
________________________________________________________ 


